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Welcome to Worship

Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that
the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please
fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering
plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we
are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.

Prepare for Worship

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the
words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of
the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through
the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small
Catechism on pages 286-293.

Today’s Focus for Worship — Count the Cost

This week Jesus’ sharp words expose our desire to pursue comfort and avoid pain at all costs.
Jesus explains that following him will be hard. Jesus promises that discipleship comes with
crosses—a unique type of pain. So, Jesus tells us that we must count the cost of following him.
But whatever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in comparison to what we gain.

Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kirk Lahmann
Preacher: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue
Accompanist: Brenda Hafeman
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Service of the Word
Christian Worship 1993

Opening Hymn Speak, O Savior; | Am Listening | 631
Please stand to sing the final stanza.

Invocation 2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of our Lord -} Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
And also with you.

Confession and Absolution Ephesians 2:3; Psalm 51:1-2; Ephesians 5:1-2

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you the strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Oh, Taste and See Psalm 34:8; Psalm 119:89-90
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. Grant us
courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. :¥For I command
you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands,
decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the
land you are entering to possess.

7But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow
down to other gods and worship them, 8] declare to you this day that you will certainly be
destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.

1¥This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may
live zcand that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the
LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Blessed Are They | 1-A
Second Reading Philemon 1, 7-21

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—

7Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have
refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do,
syet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 1othat I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became
my son while I was in chains. "Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful
both to you and to me.



2] am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 31 would have liked to keep him
with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel.
uBut I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not
seem forced but would be voluntary. 1sPerhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little
while was that you might have him back forever— no longer as a slave, but better than a
slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and
as a brother in the Lord.

7So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 8If he has done
you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. zI do wish, brother,
that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 2Confident of
your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Luke 14:25-35

sLarge crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26“If anyone comes
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even
their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 7ZAnd whoever does not carry their cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple.

8“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the
cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29For if you lay the foundation and are not
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 3°saying, ‘This person began to build
and wasn’t able to finish.’

31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won'’t he first sit down and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way
off and will ask for terms of peace. 3In the same way, those of you who do not give up
everything you have cannot be my disciples.

34“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 3sIt is fit neither
for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Be seated

Hymn of the Day Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken | 694

Sermon Luke 14:25-35
Count It Up!

Stand



Apostles’ Creed Credo Matthew 16:15; Luke 12:8; 2 Corinthians 4:13

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Sunday School Teacher Installation — 8:00am
Valerie Petersen—Director
Caitlin Kroening—PK & Kindergarten
Kelsey Shoemaker—PK & Kindergarten
Abigail Dutcher—i1st & 2nd Grade
Amber Johnson—1st & 2nd Grade
Sam Fay—31d & 4th Grade
Katie Smith—3rd & 4t Grade
Chip Bahr—5th — 8th Grade
Angie Schubkegel—s5th — 8th Grade

Prayer of the Church

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after
day.
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.



Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe,
terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air.
Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and
comfort all who are old and infirm.

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that
we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace.
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come
with your almighty power to help and restore.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and
use them to your glory.

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your
sight. Amen.

Offering 2 Corinthians 9:7
Offerings given in thanks to the Lord are brought to the Lord's altar. We ask all worshipers to fill

out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in the offering plates at
the sanctuary doors following the service.

Hymn Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me | 831

Stand



Closing Collect

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught that those who bear the cross with you also receive your
blessings, even though they may be hidden from us now. Plant us firmly in your Word, that in
troubled times we may bear fruit that glorifies you; for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer Pater Noster Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing Aaronic Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
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Closing Hymn Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow | 617
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